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CHELMSFORD,  1899. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee. 
Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I have  great  pleasure  in  presenting  you  with 
my  Annual  Report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  during  the  past  year  were  more, 
and  the  Births  a few  less,  than  last  year,  but  the  difference  is  very  little. 
The  number  of  cases  notified  under  the  Infectious  Disease  Notification 
Act,  although  a few  in  excess  of  last  year,  are  greatly  below  the  average 
of  the  past  five  years.  Another  matter  of  congratulation  is  that,  taken 
generally,  these  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  of  a very  mild  character. 
At  no  time  during  the  past  year  was  there  any  appearance  of  an 
outbreak  of  Epidemic  Disease.  The  Borough  has  remained  free  from 
any  epidemic  since  the  threatened  epidemic  of  Typhoid  Fever  in  1896. 

I am  also  glad  to  report  that  the  number  of  deaths  from  Phthisis 
is  lower  than  last  year,  when  a very  low  figure  was  recorded. 

In  the  Death  Returns  there  are  only  two  returns  which  are  higher 
than  last  year  that  I need  call  attention  to,  they  are  (1)  Diarrhoea, 
(2)  Cancer.  The  number  of  deaths  recorded  under  Diarrhoea  occurred 
almost  entirely  in  young  children,  during  the  months  of  August  and 
September,  when  usually  this  disease  is  very  prevalent.  It  is  always 
much  more  prevalent  in  houses  that  are  overcrowded,  or  badly 
ventilated ; and  also  it  is  more  prevalent  and  much  more  difficult  to 
treat  in  cases  occurring  in  the  various  courts  of  the  town,  which  are 
usually  much  damper,  and  usually  in  a more  unsatisfactory  condition 
from  a sanitary  point,  than  in  the  houses  which  have  more  air  and 
light  in  the  outskirts  of  the  town. 

Of  Cancer  I can  say  here  very  little,  but  for  some  years  the  number 
of  cases  of  death  from  Cancer  recorded  have  been  higher  than  the  average 
death-rate  from  this  disease  recorded  in  other  parts  of  England. 
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Vital  _ 
Statistics. 


Births. 


Deaths. 


The  Census  Population,  taken  in  1891,  was  11,008,  the 
estimated  Population  in  the  middle  of  June,  1898,  was  11,977. 
This  estimate  is  of  course  only  an  approximate  one,  it  is  a very 
difficult  matter  to  estimate  the  population  of  a town  which  is 
growing  rapidly.  Taking  the  number  of  new  houses  which 
have  been  built,  and  are  being  built,  and  also  the  increasing 
number  of  factories,  I should  think  the  above  estimate  is 
perhaps  below  rather  than  above  the  correct  population. 

During  the  past  year  325  Births  were  registered,  as  against 
332  Births  registered  in  1897,  296  in  1896,  and  305  in  1895. 
This  lower  record  as  against  1897  is  perhaps  accounted  for  by 
the  number  of  alien  births  recorded  in  that  year,  these  alien 
births  numbered  15. 

Birth  rates  per  1,000 — 

1898  1897  1896  1895 

27-08  26-7  25-29  26-3 

The  total  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  1898  in  the 
Borough  was  206,  as  against  196  in  1897,  184  in  1896.  Of 
this  number  70  occurred  in  the  public  Institutions — 54  in  the 
Union  House,  16  in  the  Chelmsford  Infirmary.  The  deaths  of 
the  alien  population  this  year  amounts  to  a total  of  46,  which 
idves  a corrected  Death-total  of  160. 

o 


The  total  Death-rate  this  year  is  17 -16  per  1,000.  The 
corrected  Death-rate  is  13*3  per  1,000,  as  against  12 -7  9 per 
1,000  in  1897,  and  13-76  per  1,000  in  1896. 

Although  the  Death-rate  this  year  is  very  slightly  higher 
than  in  last  year,  I think  it  is  a most  satisfactory  return.  It 
is  more  so  taking  the  corrected  Death-rate  for  the  last  three 
years,  I feel  sure  that  very  few  towns  could  show  a more 
satisfactory  record. 
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Zymotic 

Diseases. 


Ages. 


Twenty-six  deaths  have  been  registered  in  Infants  under 
one  year  of  age,  of  these  two  were  aliens.  This  gives  an 
Infantile  Mortality  of  73\84  per  1,000  births,  as  against  83T3 
per  1,000  in  1897,  and  1 1 8 *2  per  1,000  in  1896.  This  return 
is  again  a very  good  one,  as  the  figures  in  the  two  preceding 
years  will  show.  Of  these  26  deaths  13  were  due  to  Infantile 
Diarrhoea,  which  was  very  prevalent  in  the  Borough  in 
September,  and  five  were  due  to  Measles. 


The  number  of  deaths  during  the  past  year,  registered 
under  Zymotic  Diseases,  were  19  in  number,  as  against  24  in 
1897,  and  21  in  1896.  This  gives  a Zymotic  death-rate  of 
D58  per  1,000,  as  against  2T7  per  1,000  in  1897,  and  D79  per 
1,000  in  1896. 

These  Returns  taken  together  show  a most  satisfactory 
state  of  things  as  regards  the  health  and  sickness  of  the 
Borough  during  the  past  year. 

The  Death-rate  itself  is  a very  low  one,  and  the  Infantile 
Mortality  Death-rate  and  the  Zymotic  Death-rate  are  excep- 
tionally low.  In  my  opinion  there  is  only  one  thing  wanting 
to  give  entire  satisfaction,  and  that  is  a higher  Birth-rate. 


Th  following  table  will  show  the  ages  at  which  death  took 
place  : — 


Under 

one 

year 

One  & 
under 
five 

Five  and 
under 

15 

15  and 
under 

25 

25  and 
under 

65 

65 

and 

upwards 

Total 

26 

13 

4 

11 

49 

103 

206 
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NORTH  WARD. 


Localities  of  the  Cases  reported  under  the  Infectious  Disease 

Notification  Act. 


Localities. 

Diphtheria.  ' 

Scarlet  Fever : 

! 

1 

Erysipelas. 

! 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Threaclneeclle  Street 

1 

• • 

New  Street  ... 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

Rainsford  End  and  Maltese  Road 

2 

1 

l 

2 

Townfield  Street  and  Mill  Road  ... 

2 

1 

Duke  Street 

l 

Broomfield  Road 

1 

Fairfield 

1 

• • 0 

1 

Coval  Lane  ... 

• • • 

... 

• • • 

... 

SOUTH  WARD. 


Localities  of  the  Cases  reported  under  the  Infectious  Disease 

Notification  Act. 


Localities. 

•<G> 

so 

Go 

Scarlet  Fever 

Erysipelas. 

l 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Moulsham  Street  ... 

1 

• • • 

George  Street 

• • • 

• . • 

1 

Mildmay  Road 

2 

1 

... 

Roman  Road... 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

Baddow  Road 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Bridge  Road... 

• • • 

1 

1 

London  Road 

• • • 

1 

• . • 

Anchor  Street 

1 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

Writtle  Street 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Hamlet  Road 

• • • 

1 

1 

... 

Wood  Street... 

3 

• • • 

• • • 

Friars  Place 

Widford 

Galleywood  ...  ...  

Nil. 

Nil. 

m . • 

1 

hr 
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Zymotic 

Diseases 


Scarlet 

Fever. 


Under  the  Infectious  Disease  Notification  Act  36  cases 
have  been  notified,  as  against  23  cases  notified  in  1897,  and 
101  cases  notified  in  1896. 

CASES  NOTIFIED. 


1898. 

1897. 

1896. 

Diphtheria 

13 

11 

44 

Typhoid  Fever... 

9 

4 

36 

Erysipelas 

6 

5 

12 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

8 

3 

8 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

___ 

1 

These  returns  are  also  satisfactory,  although  there  have 
been  13  cases  notified  more  than  there  was  in  1897,  when  the 
return  was  so  small  that  it  was  almost  certain  that  it  could 
not  be  equalled  again.  To  compare,  however,  the  returns  of 
1898  and  1897  with  those  of  1896,  the  improvement  is  very 
great  indeed,  and  I trust  this  improvement  will  continue. 

Also  with  the  diminution  in  the  number  of  cases  notified 
I am  very  pleased  to  say  that  the  mortality  from  these  diseases 
has  been  very  light.  Only  one  case  of  death  from  these 
Notifiable  Diseases  has  been  recorded,  that  was  a case  of 
Typhoid  Fever. 

For  the  first  time  for  many  years  there  has  been  no  death 
recorded  from  Diphtheria. 

Scarlet  Fever  has  not  been  epidemic  in  the  Borough  now 
for  several  years. 

Of  the  other  Zymotic  Diseases,  Measles  and  Diarrhoea 
were  again  prevalent — Measles  in  the  spring,  and  Diarrhoea  in 
the  autumn.  It  was  found  advisable  to  close  the  Schools  on 
account  of  Measles  in  the  spring. 


I am  very  glad  to  say  that  it  is  now  some  years  since  there 
has  been  any  serious  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  the  Borough. 
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Erysipe]as. 


Other 

Infectious 

Diseases. 


Diphtheria. 


During  the  past  year  eight  cases  were  notified,  as  against 
three  in  1897,  and  eight  in  1896.  Of  these  cases,  four  were 
sent  to  the  Rural  Infectious  Hospital,  one  was  sent  to  the 
Borough  Infectious  Hospital,  and  one  which  was  notified  from 
the  Grammar  School  was  removed  to  a cottage  close  by.  This 
case  was,  in  my  opinion,  not  properly  isolated,  and  I reported 
it  as  such,  but  no  steps  were  taken  in  this  matter.  Of  these 
cases,  three  occurred  in  one  family,  who  carry  on  a dairy 
business,  it  was  considered  advisable  to  close  the  dairy  for  one 
week  until  thorough  disinfection,  &c.,  could  be  carried  out. 

Six  cases  notified  under  this  head,  as  against  five  in  1897, 
and  eight  in  1896. 

Measles  was  again  prevalent  in  the  Borough  in  the  spring, 
and  five  deaths  were  recorded  as  due  to  this  disease.  It  was 
considered  advisable  to  close  the  schools  for  three  weeks,  in 
April,  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  this  disease.  This  seemed 
to  have  a very  good  result,  as  I have  not  heard  of  any  cases 
this  year  since. 

Diarrhoea  was  very  prevalent  during  the  autumn  ; 13 
deaths  were  certified  as  due  to  this  disease  during  the  past 
year,  and  most  of  these  were  in  infants  under  one  year.  There 
is  always  a prevalence  of  Diarrhoea  during  August  and  Septem- 
ber, and  the  mortality  of  infants  attacked  is  usually  very  high, 
this  is  most  marked  in  children  who  have  been  brought  up  by 
hand,  and  in  cases  occurring  in  damp,  overcrowded,  and 
badly  ventilated  houses. 

Although  13  cases  have  been  notified  in  1898,  as  against 
11  in  1897,  the  cases  have  almost  invariably  been  very  light 
in  character.  As  you  will  see  from  the  localities  in  which  these 
cases  were  notified,  they  have  not  been  confined  to  any  one 
part  of  the  Borough,  and  what  is  very  unusual  is  that  more  cases 
have  been  notified  from  the  North  Ward  than  from  the  South 
Ward.  Speaking  generally,  also  the  cases  this  year  have  been 
notified  in  adults  rather  than  in  children. 
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Typhoid 

Fever. 


Respiratory 

Diseases. 


Heart 

Disease. 


Cancer, 


This  year  nine  cases  have  been  notified,  as  against  four  in 
1897.  Here  again  the  cases  have  been  very  scattered,  four 
coining  from  the  North  Ward,  as  against  five  in  the  South 
Ward.  Also  they  have  occurred  at  all  times  in  the  year,  two 
being  notified  in  December.  There  has  not  b*mn  at  any  time 
during  the  year  anything  indicating  an  epidemic.  In  all  cases 
thorough  enquiry  has  been  made  as  to  their  origin  ; but,  as  is 
very  usual,  without  anything  very  definite  resulting.  In  all 
cases  the  drains  have  been  thoroughly  tested,  and  the  drains 
and  sewers  thoroughly  flushed  and  disinfected. 

Three  of  these  cases  were  removed  to  the  Urban  Infectious 
Hospital,  and  one  was  removed  as  a private  patient  into  the 
Infirmary. 

I am  glad  to  say  that  all  of  these  cases  made  a good 
recovery. 

Twenty-six  deaths  have  been  recorded  under  this  heading. 
This  includes  all  cases  of  Acute  and  Chronic  Bronchitis, 
Pneumonia,  and  Pleurisy,  but  of  eourse  Phthisis  is  excluded. 

This  is  a considerably  higher  return  than  in  1897,  when 
only  12  deaths  were  recorded  ; but  it  is  an  improvement  on 
the  return  of  1896,  when  29  deaths  were  returned  under  this 
head. 

Death-rate: — 1898  ...  2'02.  1897  ...  D01 

In  all  30  deaths  certified  as  due  to  Heart  Disease  were 
returned  last  year,  as  against  24  cases  in  1897.  But  of  this 
number  last  year  11  occurred  in  aliens,  the  great  majority  of 
whom  died  in  the  Union  House, 

Under  this  heading  17  deaths  have  been  recorded  during 
the  past  year,  as  against  19  deaths  in  1897,  and  three  in  1896. 

Death-rate: — 1898.. .1  41.  1897...  P6.  1896. ..*25. 

This  Death-rate  is,  I am  sorry  to  say,  still  a very  high  one, 
the  difference  between  the  Death-rates  of  1896,  ’97,  ’98,  is  a 
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Influenza. 


Phthisis 


very  remarkable  one,  and  one  that  cannot  well  be  accounted 
for.  This  year,  as  in  last  year,  I have  included  under  this 
heading  deaths  returned  as  Sarcoma,  as  well  as  those  returned 
as  Carcinoma.  Yer}^  often  the  return  is  made  simply  as 
Malignant  Disease,  or  as  Cancer,  so  that  it  is  impossible  to 
really  give  the  return  of  the  Clinical  varieties  of  Malignant 
Disease. 

1 am  glad  to  say  that  during  the  past  year,  no  deaths 
have  been  recorded  under  the  term  Influenza. 

Fourteen  deaths  have  been  recorded  this  year  from 
Phthisis.  Of  these  four  were  aliens  to  the  Borough.  In  1897 
16  deaths  from  this  cause  were  registered,  and  14  in  1896. 

Death-rate:—  1898  1897  1896 

Total  ...  1T7  1-35  1T7 

Corrected  ’83 

During  the  past  year  very  great  advances  have  been  made 
throughout  the  country  to  endeavour  to  check  the  high  death- 
rate  due  to  this  disease.  It  is  undoubtedly  to  a very  great 
extent  a preventible  disease,  and  one  in  which  improved 
sanitation  invariably  produces  a lower  death-rate. 

In  mv  own  opinion  Phthisis  should  come  under  the 
Infectious  Disease  Notification  Act,  for  it  is  undoubtedly 
spread  by  overcrowding,  and  by  insanitary  and  damp  dwell- 
ings ; but  of  course  if  it  came  under  the  Notification  Act  it 
would  be  necessary  for  the  Sanitary  Authorities  to  provide 
suitable  Hospital  accommodation  for  a large  number  of  cases, 
and  the  building  and  the  cost  of  maintaining  such  special 
Hospitals,  with  the  necessary  cost  of  nurses,  &c.,  would  fall 
very  heavily  upon  small  towns.  But  I am  quite  sure  that  if 
such  Hospitals  could  be  provided,  and  all  patients  suffering 
with  this  disease  could  be  induced  or  compelled  to  go  into  such 
Hospitals,  the  number  of  cases  of,  and  deaths  from,  Phthisis 
would  in  a few  years  be  very  greatly  reduced. 
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Another  great  question  which  lias  been  discussed  in  regard 
to  this  disease  is  milk  and  milk  supplies.  On  this  point  I ft  el 
very  strongly,  that  it  would  be  a great  benefit  for  the  general 
community  if  all  dairies  supplying  milk  to  any  number  of  people 
were  under  the  active  supervision  of  the  local  Sanitary 
Authority,  and  that  all  cows  supplying  milk  to  dairies  should 
be  examined  by  some  qualified  authority,  and  certified  as  being 
free  from  all  Tubercular  disease.  The  milk  from  any  cow 
showing  any  suspicion  of  Tubercular  disease  should  be  at  once 
rigidly  excluded  from  any  such  supply. 


There  is  also  another  point  in  regard  to  milk  and  milk 
supplies  that  I would  call  attention  to,  and  that  is  to  the  want 
of  general  cleanliness  that  is  to  be  observed  very  frequently  in 
dairies.  As  regards  the  cow  itself,  I myself  have  never  heard 
of  or  seen  any  precaution  taken  to  prevent  added  dirt  or  filth 
coming  in  contact  with  the  milk,  when  the  process  of  milking 
is  going  on  ; by  this  I mean  that  the  cow  itself  is  practically 
never  subjected  to  any  grooming  or  cleansing  previous  to 
milking  ; and  when  one  thinks  that  during  the  winter,  at  any 
rate,  cows  are  kept  more  or  less  in  stalls,  they  have  to  lie  down 
on  litter  that  is  grossly  contaminated  with  filth,  it  is  quite 
impossible  to  prevent  some  of  this  filth  from  getting  into  the 
milk.  Again  it  is  the  rarest  possible  thing  to  see  the  dairyman 
go  and  thoroughly  cleanse  his  hands  previous  to  milking,  to 
start  wdth  I know  that  frequently  their  hands  are  not  as  clean 
as  one  might  wish. 


I know,  of  course,  that  many  will  say  that  these  are  absurd 
precautions,  but,  as  is  well  known,  milk  is  a very  productive 
media  for  a large  number  of  bacteria.  As  it  is  also  a staple 
article  of  diet  for  the  sick,  I am  very  strongly  of  opinion  that 
all  possible  precautions  should  be  taken  to  keep  it  as  pure  and 
as  free  from  any  added  dirt  as  possible. 
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The  same  number  of  cases  were  admitted  into  the  Hospital 
in  1898  as  in  1897,  i.e.,  four.  Three  of  these  were  certified  as 
suffering  from  Typhoid  Fever;  one  as  Scarlet  Fever.  These 
cases  all  made  an  excellent  recovery.  Two  of  the  cases  of 
Typhoid  were  of  a very  severe  type.  One  of  these  cases  was 
undoubtedly  contracted  outside  of  the  Borough,  in  all  proba- 
bility by  drinking  water  taken  from  a rainwater  well.  Besides 
these  cases  mentioned,  four  other  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
occurring  in  the  Borough  were  removed  to  the  Infectious 
Hospital  of  the  Rural  District  Council,  the  reason  of  this  was 
probably  because  of  the  inadequate  accommodation  offered  at 
the  Borough  Hospital. 

I regret  extremely  that  I have  again  to  call  attention  of 
the  Sanitary  Committee  to  this  building  which  is  called  the 
Borough  Infectious  Hospital.  As  I reported  last  year,  and  the 
year  before,  it  is  absolutely  unfit  for  the  purpose  it  represents. 
It  is  probably  the  most  rudimentary  and  antiquated  Infectious 
Hospital  that  could  be  found  anywhere.  I am  very  sorry 
indeed  that  the  plan  that  I suggested  in  my  last  Annual 
Report  of  joining  with  the  Rural  District  Council,  as  regards 
the  Infectious  Hospital,  is  found  by  that  Council  to  be  impos- 
sible. Hut  I do  hope  sincerely  that  some  scheme  will  be 
adopted,  before  the  end  of  the  year,  by  which  in  the  very  near 
future  Chelmsford  will  possess  an  Infectious  Hospital  that  will 
be  a credit  to  the  town,  and  also  that  I shall  have  no  need  to 
report  year  after  year  upon  the  present  obselete  building. 

In  my  last  Annual  Report  I expressed  a hope  that  by  this 
time  I should  be  able  to  report  that  another  deep  well  was  on 
its  way  to  completion.  I very  much  regret  that  I am  able  to 
report  nothing  of  the  kind,  and  as  far  as  the  available  water 
supply  to  the  Borough  stands  we  are  in  practically  the  same 
position  as  we  were  last  year 

The  three  supplies  are  in  themselves  identical,  viz. — The 
Deep  Well  in  Mildmay  Road,  the  Burgess  Well,  and  Admirals 
Park  Well,  the  two  hitter  being  surface  wells. 
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As  far  as  the  quality  of  the  water  itself  goes  there  has 
been  fortunately  this  year  no  cause  for  apprehension.  The 
water  from  each  source  has  been  frequently  examined,  and  has 
shown  no  sign  at  any  time  of  any  pollution.  But  as  regards 
the  quantity  available  for  public  use  this  is  not  so  certain. 
Unfortunately  it  is  a day-to-day  supply  only,  so  that  it  is  not 
quite  possible  to  give  with  any  accuracy  the  average  quantity 
daily  per  head,  per  day. 

Personally,  I think  to  have  to  recognize  that  for  a town 
the  size  of  Chelmsford,  and  increasing  as  it  certainly  is  in  size, 
that  we  have  practically  no  reserve  of  water,  but  are  dependent 
on  a supply  that  varies  from  day  to  daj'-,  is  a matter  of  the 
greatest  moment,  and  one  that  should  be  considered  and  taken 
in  hand  at  once. 

Again  should  either  of  these  surface  wells  become  by  any 
chance  contaminated,  the  water  supply  to  the  Borough  must 
be  greatly  restricted,  which  must  mean  a very  great  inconveni- 
ence to  the  community,  and  also  it  may  be  a source  of  great 
danger  from  a sanitary  point  of  view. 

From  my  point  of  view,  I consider  that  the  question  of 
increasing  the  available  water  supply  to  the  Borough  is 
perhaps  the  most  urgent  sanitary  question  at  the  present  time 
before  the  Council. 

From  the  reports  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  the  house- 
to-house  inspection  it  is  quite  certain  that  at  least  50  °/Q  of  the 
houses  in  the  Borough  are  without  a direct  water  supply  to  the 
W.Cs.,  this  is  a state  of  things  that  certainly  wants  going  into 
very  urgently  ; but  I believe  that  as  we  stand  at  the  present 
time  it  is  out  of  the  question  to  enforce  this  being  done  because 
of  the  limited  supply  of  water  that  is  available  for  public 
consumption.  Also  if  the  present  rate  of  building  goes  on  in 
the  town  our  water  supply  in  the  summer  months  must  be  very 
limited  indeed. 
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House-to- 

House 

Inspection. 


I am  very  strongly  of  opinion  that  to  have  a really  good 
and  sufficient  supply  of  water  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to 
the  well-being  of  any  community.  Such  water  supply  should 
be  free  from  all  possible  risk  of  pollution,  and  as  regards  a 
sufficient  supply,  I mean  that  we  should  have  a constant  supply 
of  water  ; at  present  in  many  parts  of  the  town  water  is  turned 
on  about  three  hours  daily,  this  supply  is  of  course  totally 
inadequate,  unless  the  storage  tanks  are  unnecessarily  large,  so 
that  one  often  hears  the  complaint  in  the  summer  months  of 
the  water  being  turned  off. 

I feel  sure  that  everyone  who  has  enquired  into  this 
subject  will  at  once  recognize  the  necessity  of  at  once  increas- 
ing the  water  supply  at  present  available,  and  so  placing  the 
Borough  above  reproach  in  this  matter. 

In  connection  with  the  Water  Supply  the  Borough 
Surveyor  tells  roe  that  during  the  past  year  3288  yards  of  4 in. 
water  main  has  been  laid,  this  in  itself  helps  to  show  how  the 
town  is  increasing  in  size,  and  also  the  necessity  of  an  increased 
supply. 

In  concluding  this  subject,  I would  again  call  your 
attention  to  the  pollution  of  the  river  Cann,  during  October, 
by  the  influx  of  an  immense  quantity  of  sewage  into  the  river 
from  Writtle.  I would  point  out  the  extreme  danger  of  such 
pollution  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough,  and  hope  that 
effectual  measures  may  be  taken  to  prevent  another  pollution 
of  a similar  nature. 

Owing  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  eyesight  becoming 
suddenly  defective  this  work  again  has  not  been  carried  on  to 

i 

anything  like  the  extent  I had  hoped  it  would  have  been.  I 
believe,  however,  that  this  work  will  now  be  pushed  forward 
and  completed. 

As  in  my  last  year’s  report  the  chief  sanitary  defects 
found  were,  that  in  the  majority  of  the  houses  inspected  the 


W.Cs.  were  found  to  be  without  direct  water  supply.  I pointed 
out  in  that  report — and  would  again  press  it— that  this  is  a 
matter  of  great  importance,  and  I hope  that  the  order  to 
provide  an  efficient  water  supply  to  these  closets  will  be 
enforced. 

Some  cases  of  overcrowding  were  also  brought  to  your 
notice,  most  if  not  all  of  these  nuisances  have  been  abated. 

Sanitary  Matters  in  General. 

New  About  800  yards  of  new  Sewers,  with  manholes  and 

Seweis,  &C.  paye  been  laid  during  the  year. 

Scavenging.  During  the  past  year  the  Borough  roads  have  been  well 
kept,  and  are  usually  very  clean.  Scavenging  has  been  carried 
out  in  a very  satisfactory  manner,  and,  as  far  as  I know,  no 
complaints  have  been  made. 

Unsound  I am  glad  to  say  that  during  the  past  year  I have  not 

JVLoctl] 

heard  of  any  meat  which  has  been  exhibited  for  sale  which 
was  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  food. 

The  Hous-  No  action, 

ing  of  the 
Working 
ClassesAct 
1890. 

Offensive  AT 

Trades.  No  action. 

The  Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  is  appended. 

I have,  Gentlemen,  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


H.  W.  NEWTON, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORK  done  by  the  SANITARY  INSPECTOR, 
in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Chelmsford,  during  the  Year 
ending  31st  December,  1898. 


Complaints  received 

84 

Water- waste  Preventors  provided 

' 19 

Nuisances  detected 

951 

Storage  Tanks  for  supplying  water  for 

,,  abated 

912 

domestic  purposes  provided 

15 

Letters  written,  re  Abatement  of 

Cisterns  supplying  water  for  domestic 

Nuisances  ... 

468 

purposes  cleansed,  repaired,  or 

Summonses  taken  out 

4 

covered 

29 

Convictions  obtained 

4 

Water  Closets  supplied  with  water’  ... 

19 

TIouse-to-House  Inspection 

541 

Private  Urinals  built  or  repaired 

5 

Common  Lodging  Houses  (3),  Number 

Manure  Pits  (new)  provided 

3 

of  Inspections 

96 

,,  repaired 

5 

Slaughter  Houses  (8),  Inspected  wkly. 

Accumulation  of  Manure  removed  ... 

71 

One  fresh  Dairy  Registered — Dairies, 

Loads  of  Offensive  or  Noxious  Manure 

Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  weekly 

carted  through  the  streets  dealt 

Inspected. 

with  ...  .... 

14 

Filthy  Houses  Cleansed  (Sec. 46,  P.H.  A. 

Pollution  of  River,  Water  Closets,  and 

1875) 

3 

BathWastes  discharging  into  river 

Patients  Removed  to  Isolated  Hospital 

4 

abolished  ... 

8 

Houses  Disinfected 

4 

Animals  removed,  being  improperly 

Number  of  Articles  sent  to  the  Rural 

kept 

49 

Sanitary  Authorities  Disinfecting 

Dilapidated  Paving  in  back  yards 

Chamber  to  be  Disinfected 

9 

repaired 

6 

Overcrowding  abated 

11 

Blocked  Drains  detected  and  dealt  with 

65 

Houses  placed  in  habitable  repair 

4 

Earthenware  Glazed  Gullies  provided  . 

85 

Houses  closed  by  Landlord,  through 

Sink  Waste-Pipes  disconnected 

54 

insufficient  Closet  accommodation 

3 

Back  Yards  cleansed 

4 

Ashpits  Repaired  or  Covered 

52 

Gutterings  repaired  or  cleansed 

26 

Galvanized  Iron  Sanitary  Bins  provided 

357 

Wastes  of  Water  detected 

140 

New  Water  Closets  built  in  lieu  of 

Official  Notices  ordered  to  be  served  ... 

60 

midden  pits,  &c. 

6 

,,  complied  with 

51 

Water  Closets  cleansed,  repaired,  or 

,,  in  hand 

8 

new  pans  provided 

110 

Caravans  inspected 

61 

WILLIAM  K.  BAKER,  C.S.I., 


Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  Year  1898,  in  the  Chelmsford  Urban  District. 

CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  DISEASES,  AGES,  AND  LOCALITIES. 


Names  of  Localities  adopted  for  the 
purpose  of  these  Statistics  ; Public  Insti- 
tutions being  shown  as  separate  localities. 

(Columns  for  Population  and  Births 
are  in  Table  B.) 

(a) 

Mortality  from  all  Causes, 

AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 

W 

Ll 

2 

Mo  in 
, 3 

ALITY 

4 

Smallpox 

Scarlatina 

Diphtheria 

Membranous  [ 

Croup 

At  all 
ages 

(*>) 

Under 

1 

year 

to 

1 

and 

under 

5 

(.d) 

5 

and 

under 

15 

(<0 

15 

and 

under 

25 

(/) 

25 

and 

under 

65 

(.9) 

65 

and 

up- 

wards 

(h) 

CHELMSFORD  

136 

24 

13 

3 

8 

38 

50 

Under  5 

5 upwards 

UNION  HOUSE 

54 

2 

1 

5 

46 

Under  5 

5 upwards 

CHELMSFORD  INFIRMARY 

16 

1 

2 

6 

7 

Under  5 

5 upwards 

TOTALS  

206 

26 

13 

4 

11 

49 

103 

Under  5 

1 

5 upwards 

...  | 

SUBJOINED  CaUSES^DISTINGDISHINO  DEATHS  CHILDREN  UNDER  F,Vr  YEARS  OF  AGE 


I 7 


Fevers. 


H 


o 

3 H 


CL 


10 


11 


£ 


Deaths  occurring  within  the  District 
among  persons  not  belonging  thereto. 


The  subjoined  numbers  have  also  to  be  taken  into  account  in  judging-  of  the  above  records  of  mortality. 


1 12 

13 

14 

15 

I 16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

| 22 

Measles 

£F§, 

aS 

-a 

& 

Diarrhoea 

and 

Dvsenterv 

j Rheumatic 

Fever 

1 Phthisis 

Bronchitis, 

Pneumonia, 

and  Pleurisv 

1 

Heart  Disease 

1 

Influenza 

.2 

s 

►H 

All  other 

Diseases 

Total 

5 

13 

7 

12 

37 

10 

12 

14  ' 

6 

"56"' 

"99 " 

2 

2 

2 

' 5" 

15 

2 

28 

52 

2 

1 

3 

10 

16 

5 

13 

9 

12 

39 

_____ 

14 

~ 17 

30 

£_ 

ii  ! 

"94  " ' 

167"' 

46 


2 IT 


34 


Under  5 
5 upwards 


11 


1 

"22 


2 

44 


Table  of  Population,  Births,  and  of  Hew  Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer 

of  Health,  during  the  Year  1898,  in  the  Chelmsford  Urban  District. 

CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  DISEASES,  AGES,  AND  LOCALITIES. 


Names  of  Localities 
adopted  for  the  purpose 
of  these  Statistics  ; 
Public  Institutions  being 
shown  as  separate 
localities 

(a) 

Population  at 
all  Ages 

to 

A 

Tit 

0)  .fl 

+3 

to 

% 

<o 

w 

Aged 
under  5 
or 

over  5 

l«) 

New  Cases  of 

Sickness  in  each  Locality,  coming  to 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

THE  KNOWLEDGE 

Number 

of  such  Cases  Removed  from  their  Homes  in  thf.  several 
Localities  for  treatment  in  Isolation  Hospital. 

Last 

Census 

(6) 

3* 

^ 00 
'ZJ  — 

0>  <+H 

3 ° 

q 01 

Is 

H § 

(c) 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 I 

6 

7 

8 

1 9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 7 

1 » 

1 9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

Smallpox 

1 

1 

Scarlatina 

i 

Diphtheria  ! 

1 

Membranous 

Croup 

Fevers. 

! 

'o 

Erysipelas 

Smallpox 

Scarlatina 

Diphtheria 

Membranous 

Croup 

Fevers. 

Cholera 

Erysipelas 

Typhus 

| Enteric 
| or 

| Typhoid 

Continued 

1 

1 

[ Puerperal 

1 

Typhus 

| Enteric 

or 

| Typhoid 

Continued 

1 

| Relapsing 

Puerperal 

Under  5 

CHELMSFORD  

11008 

11977 

325 

5 upwards 

Under  5 

... 

NORTH  WARD 

5 upwards 

2 

7 

3 

... 

2 

... 

... 

i 

... 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Under  5 

1 

1 

i 

SOUTH  WARD  (H)  ... 

5 upwards 

5 

5 

6 

... 

4 

2 

2 

... 

TOTALS  

11008 

11977 

325 

Under  5 

1 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

5 upwards 

7 

12 

9 

6 

3 

4 

... 

State  here  whether  “Notification  of  Infectious  Disease”  is  compulsory  in  the  District.  Yes ! Since  when  1 January,  1890.  Besides  the  above-mentioned  Diseases,  insert  in  the  columns  with  Wank  headings 
the  names  of  any  other  Diseases  that  are  notifiable  in  the  District,  and  fill  the  columns  accordingly.  State  here  the  name  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  used  by  the  sick  of  the  District.  Mark  (H)  the  Locality  in 
which  such  Hospital  is  situated  ; or  if  not  within  the  District,  state  where  it  is  situated,  Urban  Isolation  Hospital,  Galleywood  (South  Ward). 


